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25.9.2026
Executive Headteacher’s Update

What another fantastic week we have had at Ellingham! It is hard to believe that we have already
reached the end of Week 4 and are now halfway through our first half term. The weeks really are flying
by! The lovely September weather has allowed us to make the most of being outside and it has been
wonderful to see the children enjoying their learning, playing together and making the most of the
fantastic atmosphere around school.

This week has been particularly exciting for our Key Stage 2 children, who have been away on their
residential at Robinwood. It has been fantastic to see how much fun they have had and how brilliantly
they have worked together as a team. The reports coming back fromm Robinwood have been fantastic,
with our children being described as absolutely amazing! A huge well done to our Key Stage 2
children for representing Ellingham so brilliantly and a very big thank you to the staff who gave up
their time to accompany the trip and care for the children so wonderfully.

We have now added our Parents' Evenings on Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd October. Please
make sure you sign up for a time to come in, meet with your child's teacher and hear about their
progress. We have been incredibly impressed with the children since the start of the year, so this will
be a lovely opportunity to celebrate their achievements and find out more about their learning.

We finished the week with our Friday celebration assembly. A huge well done to all of this week's
award winners — it is always a pleasure to celebrate the wonderful achievements and contributions of
our children.

Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the sunshine while it lasts!
Mr Shaw

Next week | am planning to be in school on Thursday and Friday.

A Little Message from Kathy

Congratulations to our Brilliant Brenda, who has been awarded
runner-up in the Lady Rose Crossman Achievement Award in
recognition of more than 20 years of dedicated voluntary service to
our school. This well-deserved recognition celebrates the many
years Brenda has spent running our library, supporting school
events and giving countless hours to enriching the lives of our
children and some of their parents too! We really would be lost
without you, Brenda, and we are incredibly grateful for everything
you do for our school community.
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Safeguarding

Ellingham is commmitted to keeping all children safe. Our staff regularly participate in
safeguarding training and are fully aware of how to keep our pupils safe and what signs to look
out for. Our pupils know they can share any concerns and we have robust policies and
procedures in place which underpin safeguarding. It is our paramount priority to keep all
children healthy and safe.

Remember our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) in school are Mrs Senior and Mr Shaw
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Attendance

As parents and carers we want to share our attendance figures because it is you who can make
the big difference. Our children are entitled to a full and balanced education and at Belsay we
feel we provide one of the best experiences possible.

Current Whole School attendance is 97.1% Our target for Whole School Attendance is 97%

Weekly attendance Annual attendance

©
o
o

Splash 100
Space Base 93.3
Earth Works 100 98.1

Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to
return to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be
absent, and continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance
in your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is
when our lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable
learning opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.
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Wellies & Wonder

This week we harvested our apples, made dragonflies from forest items and had lots of fun in
the polycrub and in our big forest. We had fun in the hall using the gymnastics equipment, we
practised our balancing and our jumping skills! Today we are cooking apples on our campfire!
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Splash and Space Base

This week, Splash have been creating their own people using natural objects from outside,
such as twigs and leaves. The children loved this activity and created their people in lots of
unique and creative ways. The Splash children have also been thinking about where they
belong. They came up with some great ideas, including the different clubs they attend and
places they enjoy visiting. Space Base have been looking at the history of farming and how
machinery has played a key role in its progression. The children stood up in front of the class
and each presented a modern machine that is used in farming. They then enjoyed debating
the positives and negatives of using these machines. We also had the opportunity to go to the
forest with Splash. The children made dragonflies using sticks, string and sycamore seeds with
Mrs Swinbank and had an amazing time!

Preparation for our Harvest festival also began this week with Mrs Senior.
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Earth Zone

What a busy week it has been for Key Stage 2! We started our Harvest Festival preparations, wrote some
excellent character and setting descriptions as our assessed piece of writing for our first unit based on our
book ‘The Lost Happy Endings’, and last but not least, we had an amazing time at Robinwood! The
children were excellent—they were brave, resilient, and worked together to complete all of the challenges
they faced. Whether it was the heights of the giant swing, flying through the sky on the zipline, or trusting
each other on the night line activity, they have been fantastic!
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There will be more
pictures posted on
the Facebook page.




Ellingham CE Primary School

Friday Flyer

Dates for your Diary

Monday 5th October Nursery and Wellies & Wonder children are welcome. Please

School photographs bring younger siblings for 8.30am

Thursday 15th October Harvest Festival

Wednesday 21st October Parents Evening

Wednesday 21st October Touch Rugby Festival in AlInwick Y3 and 4

Thursday 22nd October Parents Evening

Thursday 22nd October Whole school flu immunisation.
If you haven't already registered your child, please speak
to Kathy.

Friday 23rd October TEACHER TRAINING DAY

Monday 26th October - 30th HALF TERM

October

Monday 2nd November TEACHER TRAINING DAY

Friday 13th November Pudsey Bear Day! Wear your spots and bring a donation

Weds 9th December Morning Nativity performmance for Grandparents and
younger siblings

Thursday 10th December Evening Nativity performance for parents

Tuesday 15th December Whole school N-Y6 to Alnwick Playhouse

Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child
earlier.
Please book in advance if possible. £2.50 includes cereal or toast.

Nursery fees and After School Club fees will show up in your ParentMail accounts next week.
Please make sure we have your reference number if you are paying Nursery fees through your
HMRC accounts.
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Stars of the Week

Splash: Wilf, for drawing a detailed picture of where he belongs.

Space Base: Etta, for taking great care in her presentation.

Earth Zone: EVERYONE for their bravery, resilience and teamwork skills while
being away at Robin Wood!
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