
 
 

01.05.26 

Executive Head Teacher Update 

I am delighted by the growing number of collaborative events taking place this term. These 
opportunities allow pupils from our small school to connect with the wider Pele community and 
benefit from a diverse range of shared experiences. The Boulmer RAF Base visit was well-enjoyed by 
all this week. 

I always enjoy my time back in the classroom; this week I spent a lovely afternoon with our brilliant 
early years pupils. They are so engaging and great fun to be with! 

ASK Psychology (used by all Pele schools) will be facilitating some parent workshops on different 
themes over the year ahead, at locations across the trust. The first session will be in summer 2 and 
will be hosted in 3 locations  (Swansfield, Ponteland Primary and Heddon ) for parents to access from 
any school.  

The first session will be delivered by ASK's  Occupational Therapists and will cover one of these 
issues: 

●​ toileting (primary),  
●​ eating and drinking (primary), 
●​ sensory differences and sensory lifestyles (primary and secondary)  
●​ sleep (primary and secondary)  
●​ neuro-affirming play (primary and secondary)  

Below is the link to a google form for you to indicate the session that would be of most interest:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftGNhbfJangcJSTVtX4i4PIs3xPDFcDg-q9YZVn5y2BU5KQg/viewfor
m?usp=publish-editor​
The results of this survey will determine the session to be delivered. Once the survey results are 
gathered they will advertise the parent session which has been chosen and the timings and location 
of the delivery.  

Best wishes, 

Diane Lakey 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftGNhbfJangcJSTVtX4i4PIs3xPDFcDg-q9YZVn5y2BU5KQg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftGNhbfJangcJSTVtX4i4PIs3xPDFcDg-q9YZVn5y2BU5KQg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


 
 

 

 



 
 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 100 94.1 

Space Base 100 95 

Earth Works 100 89.2 

Time Zone 95 92.2 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Splash Class  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The big excitement this week, was welcoming 
our tadpoles into the classroom. They are 
endlessly fascinating and we have been 
learning about the life cycle of a frog. We have 
continued to take our learning outside this 
week, using our polycrub and woodland, as well 
as our outdoor space. We have enjoyed lots of 
playdough for our hand and finger strength. We 
planted strawberry plants to grow some fruit 
and our apple trees are blooming well.  In PE we 
have been enjoying our karate sessions, and 
learning multi skills with Callum, our PE coach. 
Lots of water play has been great fun and kept 
us cool in the sunshine. 

 

  



 
 

 
Space Base Class 
 

This week, Space Base made their own 
sandwiches by following the instructions they 
wrote in their English books. The children 
carefully followed each step to check whether 
their instructions were clear and effective. 
They were all successful in making their 
sandwich! 

On Thursday, the children had a very special 
opportunity to visit the RAF base at Boulmer. 
They extended their knowledge of the history 
of flight while also taking part in team games 
and enjoying lots of fun activities. 

In science, Space Base have been learning 
about living things. They explored their 
surroundings to identify things that are alive, 
dead, and things that have never been alive. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Key Stage Two  Time Zone and Earth Works 
In DT, we completed and 
evaluated our bags decorated 
with Mayan or 
Egyptian-inspired designs. 

 

In Time Zone, we explored 
natural carbon stores and 
carbon capture technology.  
We created carbon dioxide by 
mixing lemon juice or vinegar 
with bicarbonate of soda and 
discussed how we might 
‘capture’ the greenhouse gas 
that we had made. 

In history, to launch our unit 
on Prehistoric Peoples, 
Earth Works took part in an 
oracy activity using our 
oracy Talk Tactic stem 
sentences to create mind 
maps of our ideas about life 
in prehistoric Britain.  We 
then sequenced events to 
create a time line of the 
Stone, Bronze and Iron 
Ages. 

 
 

 

In Earth Works’ Science, we 
investigated the amount of 
sugar in breakfast cereals 
and discovered that there 
was rather more than we had 
thought!  We also looked at 
what a ‘portion’ size was and 
found that our idea of a 
portion was more than twice 
the 30g suggested by the 
manufacturers. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 4th May  May Bank Holiday -school is closed 

Monday 11th - 14th May KS2 SATs  

Wednesday 20th May KS2 visit to Newcastle City Mosque with Embleton 

Thursday 4th June KS2 Countryside Day  

Wednesday 10th June Time Zone visit to Life Science Centre Newcastle with 
Embleton 

Friday 12th June Earth Works to Edinburgh with Embleton 

Tuesday 7th July Sports Day (to be confirmed closer to the time) 

Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 

 
Advance warning of Teacher Training days 2026-27: 

Tuesday 1 September 2026 
Friday 23 October 2026  

Monday 2 November 2026 
Monday 22 February 2027 

Monday 28 June 2027 
 
 
After School Clubs 
Karate  continues on a Monday    (This club will now continue until the summer holidays) 
Multi Sports with Callum on a Tuesday. 
Art club continues on a Wednesday 
Forest School continues on a Thursday 
Fun Club on a Friday (if required - currently no takers)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Ted- for brilliant gardening. 
 
Space Base:  Camilla- for writing amazing sentences in her phonics.  
                         Rupert and Otto- for brilliant gardening. 
 
Earth Works: Rose- for improving her bar charts. 
 
Time Zone: Serena- for writing a really engaging diary entry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very pleased to tell you that Miss Morton 
has completed her apprenticeship, and is now a 

fully qualified Level 3 Teaching Assistant.  
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