Ellingham CE Primary School

Friday Flyer

27.03.26
Executive Head Teacher Update

Dear Parents and Carers,

Thanks to everyone for donating to Comic Relief and raising a superb £127!

Last week, we welcomed Jo Suddes, School Improvement Lead for Pele Trust, to
review our school’s behaviour and attendance. During a review, lesson observations,
discussions with staff and groups of pupils take place. Some of the report findings
are below:

“Pupils at Ellingham are polite, show consideration for others and are supportive of each
other in classrooms and during breaks and lunchtimes. Pupils recognise and appreciate
the positive relationships they have with the staff. This creates a supportive and caring
environment where pupils feel safe and supported; they know who to speak to about
concerns. They all have a trusted adult whom they would go to if they had any worries.
One Year 4 child described Ellingham as ‘ a peaceful place, where everyone is caring’.”

“..classrooms are purposeful and productive. Pupils concentrate well and stay focused on
their learning. This positive behaviour extends to break and lunchtimes, creating a safe,
supportive culture where pupils are happy and enjoy coming to school.”

One recommendation, to keep you in the loop, will be sharing regular half-term
updates on your child’s attendance. Our goal is to celebrate great attendance and
offer support early if any barriers arise, ensuring every child gets the most out of
their learning.

Best wishes,

Diane Lakey
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Attendance
Splash

Space Base 94.3
Earth Works 92
Time Zone 93.3 92.3

Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like.
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time.

Days of school add up to lost learning

Days in school 190 186 175 171
Percentage 100% 98% 92% 90%
attendance
Excellent Excellent Caution Cause for
concern

Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.

We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in
your child’'s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.

What are the risks of missing a day of school?

‘Being in school is important to your child's achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher
a pupil’'s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in
exams and formal assessments. The Education Hub - Department for Education
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Splash Class

What an exciting week we have had. On — W
Monday we went to Bailiffgate Museum ’

where we learned all about living long ago
and what it would be like to go to school. We
all listened really well and had lots of fun
dressing up in old fashioned clothes.
Yesterday we welcomed the children from
Embleton School to our forest and we
showed them how we play and learn. The sun
shone and we made lots of new friends and
even took a picnic to have over there. We
toasted hot cross buns on the fire and made
seed bombs and elder jewelry.
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Space Base Class

This week, Space Base went on a trip to
Bailiffgate Museum with Splash. The children
looked at old toys that were used in schools and
wore the clothes people would have worn over
80 years ago! The children loved this trip and
learned so much.

The children have continued to participate in
Karate lessons and, this week, they focused on
the kicking aspect.

In maths, Year One has been comparing the
height of different objects. They had the chance
to make their own objects and compare them
to their classmates.
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Key Stage Two Time Zone and Earth Works

In Science, Earth Works
learned about the functions of
muscles and we made a
moving arm model to
demonstrate the actions of the
biceps and triceps working
together.

In DT, we drew our designs
inspired by Egyptian or Mayan
symbols or patterns onto the
fabric for our bags. We then
used fabric paints to paint them,
with eye-catching results.

We all tried playing the ancient
Maya game pok-a-tok. Teams
have to hit the ball back and
forth using only their hips and
upper arms. It wasn't the
easiest game to play!
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Dates for your Diary

Friday 27th March Interactive Science at Alnwick Playhouse for KS2

Wednesday 1st April Billy Goats Gruff at Alnwick Playhouse for Nursery - Y2

Thursday 2nd April Easter Service - Ellingham Church 9.30am Everyone is
welcome.

Friday 3rd - Sunday 19th April |Easter Holidays

Monday 20th April Return to school

Please remmember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier.
Please book in advance if possible. £2.50 includes cereal or toast.

The whole school Nursery - Y6 started Karate lessons after half term. We will be running a Karate

club after school on Mondays . Please speak to Kathy. Karate will continue for summer 1, Y3 and 4 will
continue to swim in summer 1.

Stars of the week
Names:
Splash: Jack - for being kind and friendly in the forest with the children from Embleton.

Space Base: Evelyn- for amazing handwriting and reading her sentences back to ensure they
make sense.

Earth Works: Rose - for great writing of her setting description.

Time Zone: Lydia - for excellent writing all week.
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Next Thursday,the children going to church, Nursery - Y6 will need a waterproof

coat and boots to walk across the field.
Following the church service, all the children will be taking part in a fun Easter

activity before returning to school.

Over the Easter Holidays, our PTA would like you to participate in a sponsored, fun fitness
activity of your choice, to raise money for the school.
A sponsor form will be sent home before the end of term to take part in our Easter Energy

Challenge.

Please could you pay anything owing in your Parentmail Accounts, particularly Karate,
swimming and lunches.
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