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27.02.26 

Executive Head Teacher Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

On Monday, we had shared staff training, with colleagues from Embleton and 
Longhoughton schools. This covered fire awareness, the use of extinguishers and 
the use of Google AI apps (Gemini and Notebook LM) to aid staff in planning, 
preparation and workload management. We used excellent resources prepared by 
the Pele Trust AI group. A very practical, useful day! 

Unfortunately, Gabrielle Bassett has had to leave us at short notice. We are very 
grateful for her years of service to our school and community. We have adjusted 
staffing within school to cover the changes, so our youngest pupils will still have 
familiar faces and continuity. 

We are looking forward to karate sessions starting next week, as well as swimming 
for years 3 and 4. Everyone will need a suitable PE kit on Mondays and 
Tuesdays. 

We are also looking forward to World Book Day on Thursday 5th March: sharing our 
favourite books and seeing which ‘characters’ turn up to school! 

Best wishes, 

Diane Lakey 
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Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 68.8 95.8 

Space Base 81.3 95.2 

Earth Works 85.4 88.2 

Time Zone 97.2 92.1 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
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Splash Class  
This week, we have really embraced the outdoors. We were excited to see the sunshine for a bit 
although the rain did return in time for our outdoor day on Thursday. The polycrub was a wonderful 
shelter though and we enjoyed exploring in there. Outside we were building a willow teepee which 
everyone helped with. We are hoping to grow some plants up the outside to make a living den for 
our children to play inside. It was great finger gym and muscle building exercise adding all the 
willow and weaving it in. We have also been weighing using a balance this week, and writing about 
when we were small compared to how grown up we all are now. 
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Space Base Class 
 

It has been a busy first week back forSpace Base. 

We have welcomed Reception into our computing 

lessons, and it has been great to see the children 

supporting each other when they need help. 

In after-school PE, the children have been playing 

different sports such as javelin, basketball and 

hockey, which they have thoroughly enjoyed. 

In science, Space Base learned about the 

difference between renewable and non-renewable 

energy before going on to make their very own wind 

turbines.  

We have also been comparing different countries 

and developing a great understanding that every 

country is different. The children decided they 

wished it was hotter in England! 
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Key Stage Two:  Time Zone and Earth Works 
 

Key Stage 2 have been working on making masks. Here are our completed masks!  This 

was a great learning experience, exploring new techniques and materials, and we 

produced some great artworks! 

 

In Earth Works, we compared soil samples and profiles, looking at their appearance, 

texture and components. 

​  
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In Time Zone French, we recapped our weather vocabulary for our unit on Weather 

Around the World. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We launched our new Science unit on Powering the Future by exploring the use of gears 

in wind turbines to generate electricity. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day - come dressed as your favourite book 
character, make sure the costume is suitable for outdoor 
play. 

Thursday 12th March Parents Evening - details have gone out via Parentmail. 

Friday 13th March Mothers’ Day treats in school 2 pm-3 pm.  More details to 
follow. 

Monday 16th March Easter RE project for KS1 and Reception 

Friday 20th March Red Nose Day - wear something red if you would like to and 
donate to this wonderful charity. 

Friday 27th March Interactive Science at Alnwick Playhouse for KS2 

Wednesday 1st April Billy Goats Gruff at Alnwick Playhouse for Nursery - Y2 

Thursday 2nd April 9.30am Easter Service at St. Maurice’s Church 
 
(Break up for the Easter Holidays.) 

Monday 20th April Return to school. 

 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
 
Please be aware that from April 2026 our Nursery and Wellies&Wonder rate will rise slightly to £6.00 
an hour. 
A morning session until 12.00 noon will be £19.50 
A morning session until 1.00 pm will be £25.50 
A full day session until 3.15 pm  will be £39.00 
 
The whole school Nursery - Y6 starts Karate lessons after half term.  We will run a Karate club after 
school for Y3 - 6,  on a Monday night if there is enough interest.  Please speak to Kathy. 
​
There are still appointments available for Parents Evening on Thursday 12th March.  Please speak 
to Kathy. 
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Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash:  Jack - For working really hard 
 
Space Base: Rupert and Camilla- For writing amazing sentences in their English. 
 
Earth Works:   Gwen - For being a star throughout her time at Ellingham. 
 
Time Zone:  Rose and Bryson - For fantastic writing all week - especially biographies about 
themselves. 
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