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13.02.26 

Executive Head Teacher Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been an excellent, fun and productive start to the year: the children are a 
pleasure to work with; our new staff have settled brilliantly into our staff team; we 
could have just done with a lot less rain and even a few more hours of sunlight. I 
know you will love finding out about the exciting learning that has taken place this 
week. 

Many thanks to the Alnwick Garden and Duchess’ High staff who made the Eco 
Dyeing workshops so engaging and fun! 

We are looking forward to returning after the break with our new heating pump 
and exchanger installed  so we can, hopefully, enjoy being cosier wearing fewer 
layers. 

Our teacher training day, on 23rd February, will cover fire safety training and the safe 
use of AI (Artificial Intelligence) applications to create teaching and learning 
resources. Staff from Embleton and Longhoughton schools will be joining us at 
Ellingham.  

We wish all of the pupils a well-earned break and hope to see everyone safely back 
on Tuesday 24th February. Fingers crossed for some improved weather. 

 

Best wishes, 

Diane Lakey 
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Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 90 95.8 

Space Base 92.5 95.7 

Earth Works 100 88.3 

Time Zone 100 91.9 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
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Splash Class  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

This week, we are holding our teddy bear’s 
picnic with our bears. They have treats and 
games to play, and we are very excited to have 
them at school with us. We also did lots of 
number work to help us recognise numbers 
and write them, and we wrote about our bears 
and their favourite  things.  
We had a great PE session in the hall this week, 
with gym equipment and lots of climbing, 
jumping and throwing and catching. We learnt 
to take turns and to look after each other.  
Have a lovely holiday and we look forward to 
some drier weather when we come back to 
school.  
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Space Base Class 
 

It has been a busy final week in Space Base. In 
computing, we finished our unit on direction 
with a race using our Bee-Bots. The children 
had to get to an ‘island’ in the quickest time 
possible. 

In music, we used drums to show emotion 
through the speed at which the children played 
their drums. 

In PE, we played a game of ‘Capture the Balls.’ 
The children had to work as a team to collect as 
many balls as possible in their bucket. The only 
way they could get the balls was by stealing 
them from the other team. 

It has been a joy to watch the children progress 
throughout this term, and they all deserve a 
well-earned break. 
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Key Stage Two:  Time Zone and Earth Works 
 

In Science in Time Zone, we investigated water resistance by making boats of different shapes and 
timing how long it took them to travel across the water table. 

  

In Art, we covered our clay base plates with Modroc to create our animal masks.  A very messy 
lesson!  Everybody handled this new material well and we are looking forward to painting our 
masks. 
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Earth Works followed up on their lesson about the Aswan High Dam in Egypt by generating 
electricity with their own hydroelectric turbine. 

  

Duchess High School and Alnwick Garden came in to run an eco dye workshop with all of Key 
Stage 2. The children learned about making dyes from plants. They started by potting violets, and 
then moved on to red cabbage, which they reacted with acid or alkali to change its colour. They 
then had a go at happazome - making flower prints by whacking flowers with mallets. At the end 
of the day, they made flower pictures by felting. There will be an opportunity to see their work on 
display in Alnwick Garden in the summer - and all the children involved will get free tickets. 
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Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th 
February 

Half-term holiday 

Monday 23rd February Teacher Training Day- school closed to pupils 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day - come dressed as your favourite book 
character, make sure the costume is suitable for outdoor 
play. 

Thursday 12th March Parents Evening - details have gone out via Parentmail. 

Friday 13th March Mothers Day treats in school 2 pm-3 pm.  More details to 
follow. 

Monday 16th March Easter RE project for KS1 and Reception 

Friday 20th March Red Nose Day - wear something red if you would like to and 
donate to this wonderful charity. 

Friday 27th March Interactive Science at Alnwick Playhouse for KS2 

Wednesday 1st April Billy Goats Gruff at Alnwick Playhouse for Nursery - Y2 

 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
Nursery fees and After School clubs have now been invoiced for this term through your 
Parentmail accounts.  If you are using tax free childcare accounts to pay either of these, please 
let us know so we can trace the payment. 
 
Please be aware that from April 2026 our Nursery and Wellies&Wonder rate will rise slightly to £6.00 
an hour. 
A morning session until 12.00 noon will be £19.50 
A morning session until 1.00 pm will be £25.50 
A full day session until 3.15 pm  will be £39.00 
 
Earth Works starts swimming after half term on a Monday.  Please return the consent form that 
has been sent to your Parentmail inbox. 
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The whole school Nursery - Y6 starts Karate lessons after half term.  We will run a Karate club after 
school on a Monday night if there is enough interest.  Please speak to Kathy. 
​
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Wilf for coming into school with a smile. 
 
Space Base:  Daisy T- For showing great progression with her handwriting.  
 
Earth Works:   Gwen for oracy skills in our discussion on Egyptian tombs. 
 
Time Zone:  Harley for working hard to produce a very intriguing non-chronological report. 
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