
 
 

16.01.26 

Head of School’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have been very privileged to welcome visitors from the community into school 
this week to enrich our curriculum. NT500 was an eye opening experience for our 
children about the Bible, and we had a very informative workshop from the police 
around road safety. 
 
We are grateful for the continued input from volunteers and local initiatives, 
especially our Open the Book team from local churches. 
 
Next week, we are having EV chargers put into the school carpark as part of our 
continued Green Eco school policy.  
 
The weather is still unpredictable, please make sure your child is dressed for 
outdoor play. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Karen Swinbank 
Head of School 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 100 96.7 

Space Base 97.5 95.4 

Earth Works 85.7 89.6 

Time Zone 100 91.5 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 

 



 
 

Splash Class  
In Splash, we have had a very busy week. We read our book about a lonely polar bear who writes to 
all his bear friends around the world. We are looking at all the countries and the bears who live in 
them, over the next few weeks. This week we learnt facts about polar bears and the Arctic and 
enjoyed lots of adventures with ice. At Forest School, we cooked mini pizzas on the fire and enjoyed 
the mud which the snow had left behind. We also spent time writing postcards and learning about 
shape in maths. We had a great polar bear addition challenge for our number work and enjoyed 
time on our balance bikes and scooters, now that the ice and snow have all melted.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
Space Base Class 
 

On Monday in Space Base, we had visitors. Splash 
joined us for a lovely morning where the children 
went on a shape hunt in teams. The children worked  
well with each other. We also used paint to create our 
very own Picasso-inspired pictures. 

In Maths, the Year 1s have been looking at numbers 
to 20. They worked in teams to order numbers from 
1–20, matching the numbers with the correct number 
words. 

In History, we have been investigators looking at 
different sources. We explored the work of the Wright 
brothers and thought about how their invention has 
affected life today. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

Key Stage Two  Time Zone and Earth Works 
Earth Works and Time Zone have had a busy week. To start things off, on Monday we had visitors in 
school to put on a New Testament 500 Workshop. We learned about the Bible and its history. 

 

We played parachute games, 
during PE. 

 

On Thursday, the police 
came in to talk to us about 
road safety.  

 
 

We also learned the Xhosa song 
Shosholoza. It was a challenge 
to learn a song in a foreign 
language, but we could sing it 
a cappella by the end of the 
lesson. Next week, we will be 
adding music with our 
glockenspiels.

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 9th February ‘Open the Book’ for Collective Worship 8:55 

Tuesday 10th February KS2 Dye Workshop led by Duchess’ Community High 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th 
February 

Half-term holiday 

Monday 23rd February Teacher Training Day- school closed to pupils 

Monday 16th March Easter RE project for KS1 and Reception 

Friday 27th March Interactive Science at Alnwick Playhouse for KS2 

Wednesday 1st April Billy Goats Gruff at Alnwick Playhouse for Nursery - Y2 

 
 
 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Otis for making a really good start to school. 
 
Space Base: Jess for good attitude to learning, 
she has been giving things a try and not giving up. 
 
Earth Works: Louie for fantastic singing of a difficult song. 
 
Time Zone: Oakley for quick and accurate fraction calculations. 
 
 
 
 
After half term we will be adding Karate to our PE curriculum during the school day for Nursery - Y6.  
There is a possibility of an After School Karate club on a Monday for Y3 - Y6.  Please let us know if 
anyone would like to take part.  It will be run dependent on the number of children who sign up. 
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