
 
 

12.12.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

​
 We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all families for your understanding and 
support during our school closure this week. This allowed staff and members of our school 
community to attend Guy’s memorial service, and your kindness during this time has been 
greatly appreciated. ​
​
We hope you enjoyed this year’s Nativity as much as we did. The children gave a truly 
superb performance—full of confidence, joy, and festive spirit. We are incredibly proud of 
them all and grateful to everyone who helped make this so special. 

Whilst Mrs Senior is on maternity leave, Mr Michael Dowman will be teaching across Key 
Stage 2. He will be joining the children for their Christmas in the Forest experience today 
and, in order to have a seamless transition, Mr Dowman will start at the beginning of term, 
so he can work alongside the KS2 staff to see how we do things here. He has a wide range 
of experience and we look forward to welcoming him to our school team. ​
​
Due to needing more space, we have an upright piano that is no longer needed in school. If 
any family would like to give it a new home, it is available free of charge. If interested, please 
contact the school office to arrange viewing and collection. 

​
 As we approach the end of term, please keep an eye on the school diary and Facebook 
reminders. We have a busy week ahead with several activities and events taking place, and 
we don’t want anyone to miss out. 

 
Thank you, as always, for your greatly appreciated support. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 100 96 

Space Base 94.4 95.6 

Earth Works 87.3 90.8 

Time Zone 75.3 90.2 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Splash Class  
We are so proud of all the children in Splash, as they performed their fantastic nativity play, The 
Grumpy Innkeeper with so much confidence and joy. We hope you all enjoyed watching it as much 
as we all enjoyed rehearsing. We also embraced the Christmas season by decorating our classroom, 
and making some fabulous Christmas snowmen with our snowdough. We have been preparing food 
for Santa’s reindeer at forest school, and making decorations for our tree. We are loving hearing all 
about the naughty elves in your homes and the tricks they get up to. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Space Base Class 

This week has been a very busy one in Space Base. The children performed their nativity 
play twice in one day! They were amazing and should be very proud of themselves. 
Speaking and singing in front of an audience can be challenging but the children showed 
great confidence and gave wonderful performances. 

In PE, the children have been playing Christmas-themed games. They worked in teams and 
used different pieces of equipment to build a Christmas tree, with one  team mate 
volunteering to be the tree! They loved this activity and created some fantastic designs. 

In DT, we have been making our own bookmarks. The children enjoyed using a needle and 
thread and were given the responsibility of choosing their own colours. They made their 
bookmarks personal to them, adding Christmas decorations and their names. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

      

Earth Works Class 
In history, Earth Works discussed the impact of Lord Armstrong’s hydraulic inventions, using 
their oracy skills in a Diamond Nine discussion task and in  science, we investigated factors which 
affect evaporation rates, including temperature and surface area. At the end of last week in KS2, our 
first Christmas baking session was a great success – the chocolate crinkle cookies were delicious! 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

​
Time Zone Class  
In Time Zone science, we investigated whether the shadow of an object is always the same shape. 
We wrote some excellent Christmas poems that you can find inside your Christmas card. At the end 
of last week in KS2, our first Christmas baking session was a great success – the chocolate crinkle 
cookies were delicious!  
 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Monday 15th December KS1 - Nursery Christmas visit  

Tuesday 16th December Professor Chris Done Astrophysicist visit KS2  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas lunch Party clothes can be worn but need to be 
suitable for outdoor play. 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Carol service at Ellingham Church 9.15am 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco - Ellingham Village Hall 
4.30pm-6.00pm Tickets now on sale £3.00 or £3.50 on the 
door   

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

 
If anyone who brings a packed lunch would like Christmas lunch on Wednesday 17th, please let 
Kathy know a.s.a.p. The cost is £2.50. 
 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Lily for an excellent Nativity performance.  
 
Space Base: Daisy T for always following the class rules.  
 
Earth Works: India for always giving 100% to her work.  
 
Time Zone: Ralph for writing a fantastic Christmas poem.  
 
Please order your tickets or let us know if you are planning on attending so that we can order 
the food!  
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