
 
 

28.11.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been a heartbreaking week for us all.​
​
We want to assure you that we are providing support to pupils during this difficult 
time. ​
​
Our heartfelt sympathies are with the Brown family and their friends, and we will 
continue to keep them all  in our thoughts and prayers. ​
​
If you feel your child or children need any additional support, please let us know and 
we can access external resources, as needed. 

Please keep a check on up-coming dates, as we have had to make some changes. 

 
Thank you, as always, for your greatly appreciated support. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 100 95.8 

Space Base 87.5 95.3 

Earth Works 94.3 92.2 

Time Zone 91.1 90.8 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 

 
 

 



 
 

Splash Class  
This week, our fabulous clay workshop was a big treat, making christmas decorations with Keith 
from Ravn Clay. We listened carefully and enjoyed the clay experience. We have been learning about 
halves and quarters with playdough, sharing out our dough between 2 people, then 4. This week, we 
spent as much time as possible outdoors at Wellies&Wonder and enjoyed collecting mud and sticks 
to build miniature houses with Space Base. We enjoyed our hot chocolate and biscuits in the wild 
wind. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  



 
 

 
Space Base Class 

Space Base have been working hard once again this week! We have been finishing our explanation 
texts on seed dispersal and the children have done amazingly well. It’s wonderful to see how much 
their writing is improving each day. 

In History, we took our learning outdoors and explored which materials might be suitable for 
building a house like the Anglo-Saxons. The children have really enjoyed discovering more about 
Anglo-Saxon life. 

On Wednesday, we had a special treat—making Christmas decorations out of clay! The children 
created fantastic pieces, including gingerbread men and baubles, and it has certainly added to the 
excitement for Christmas. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

  

Key Stage Two 
We have had a very busy week, from blindfolded challenges in our Commando Joe’s PE 
session, being creative in our clay workshop creating beautiful Christmas decorations with 
RAVN Clay and becoming experts of Science and DT with Mrs Dodds.  
 

 
  

 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Wednesday 10th December 13:30 Nativity Play  

Wednesday 10th December 17:00 Nativity Play 

Friday 12th December KS2 Christmas in the Forest 

Monday 15th December KS1 - Nursery Christmas visit 

Tuesday 16th December Professor Chris Done Astrophysicist visit KS2  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco - Ellingham Village Hall 
4.30pm-6.00pm 

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
If anyone who brings a packed lunch would like Christmas lunch on Wednesday 17th, please let 
Kathy know a.s.a.p. The cost is £2.50. 
 
Please make sure that packed lunches from home are healthy.  No fried food, fizzy drinks or sweets 
please. 
Always remember we are a nut free school. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Freddie for working hard in the Nativity.  
 
Space Base: Evelyn for always following the class rules and trying her hardest in every lesson.  
 
Earth Works: Louie for great understanding and excellent explanations in Science.  
 
Time Zone: Ella for great work with her times tables and working with fractions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t stop yet, keep on scrolling.  More information below! 
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