
 
 

05.12.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It still continues to be a challenging time with a range of significant illnesses 
circulating. We sincerely wish everyone who is currently unwell a speedy recovery. 
Thank you once again for your essential support in helping us keep the school 
community healthy by keeping your children at home when they are too unwell to 
attend. Your vigilance is greatly appreciated. 
 
Nativity preparations are well underway, with children and staff working hard to get 
everything ready in time. The school is filling-up with costumes, props and tinsel. 
 
 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 95 96.1 

Space Base 100 95.6 

Earth Works 77.1 91.3 

Time Zone 95.6 91.2 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Splash Class 
  
In Splash this week, we have been working very hard on our nativity play, learning songs and trying 
to remember where to go and what to do. We are looking forward to showing you all next week, but 
we haven’t taken photos so we don’t spoil the surprise. However there has been time for lots of 
maths where we focussed on subtraction, and in English we were looking at bedtime stories. We 
read lots of stories together and discussed how sleepy they made us feel, then we wrote our own. 
Outside was a muddy session digging and sliding in the mud, and finding lots of worms. 
 
 

  

  

 
 

 



 
 

 

Space Base Class 
This week, we have continued to rehearse our Nativity play. The performance will take place next 
week, and the children are very excited to share it with everyone. 
 
In DT, we have been focusing on designing our very own bookmarks. The children have come up 
with some great ideas and cannot wait to make their bookmarks next week. 
 
In PE this week, we have been focusing on team games. The children especially enjoyed the “Messy 
Bedroom” game, which encouraged them to use tactics, communication, and speed. 
 
In Geography, we have been learning about how maps use symbols for identification. The children 
loved drawing different map symbols and finding out what each one represents. 
 

 
 
 
                                                

                    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Earth Works Class  
In Earth Works’ history we explored the achievements of Lord William Armstrong, putting 
them in the context of the Victorian era, and created visual timelines of events and 
Innovations. During our science lesson this week, we investigated how the different types of 
chocolate would affect the rate of melting, testing white, milk and dark chocolate pieces in 
different water temperatures. In CoJo’s this week, we tested our memory skills and 
continued to develop our teamwork and communication skills.  
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Time Zone Class  
We continued making our pneumatic models in DT and in science we investigated how 
white light can be split into the rainbow spectrum of colours by refraction, and explored 
why a red/green/blue object looks that colour to us, using coloured filters. In PE this week, 
we continued to work on building both our teamwork and communication skills.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 

Wednesday 10th December 13:30 Nativity Play  

Wednesday 10th December 17:00 Nativity Play 

Friday 12th December KS2 Christmas in the Forest 

Monday 15th December KS1 - Nursery Christmas visit Please authorise this in your 
Parentmail accounts 

Tuesday 16th December Professor Chris Done Astrophysicist visit KS2  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco - Ellingham Village Hall 
4.30pm-6.00pm Tickets now on sale £3.00 or £3.50 on the 
door   

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
If anyone who brings a packed lunch would like Christmas lunch on Wednesday 17th, please let 
Kathy know a.s.a.p. The cost is £2.50. 
 
Please make sure that packed lunches from home are healthy.  No fried food, fizzy drinks or sweets 
please. 
Always remember we are a nut free school. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Stars of the Week  

 
Splash: George for great work in the nativity.  
 
Space Base: Ottilie for having a positive attitude to her learning and always following the class 
rules.  
 
Earth Works: Aimee for always putting her hand up in lessons.  
 
Time Zone: Bryson for writing an excellent scary story in English!  
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t stop now, please keep scrolling. 
More information below. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please buy your tickets prior to the event if possible, we need 
some idea of numbers for the food. 
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