
 
 

 

 

14.11.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Our Key Stage 2 pupils led a thoughtful and moving Worship this week to mark Remembrance Day. 
They shared reflections about the importance of remembering those who have served and continue 
to serve in the armed forces. 

The children explained the different colours of poppies people choose to wear — including red for 
remembrance of the armed forces, white for peace, purple to honour animals who served, and black 
to remember the contributions of Black, African, and Caribbean communities. 

Pupils also led readings and prayers, inviting everyone to take part in a one-minute silence to 
remember and give thanks.  

Well done to everyone for supporting Children in Need: we always love to see you in your spotty gear! 

It is always good to have feedback, so please let us know what you think of our new school menus; 
we hope your children are enjoying the meals, and if you are finding the online safety guides, in the 
Friday Flyers, useful. 

Thank you for so many of you signing-up for Parent Consultation appointments: we look forward to 
seeing you then. 

 
 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 72 95 

Space Base 95 96 

Earth Works 94 92 

Time Zone 90 91 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
Splash Class 
In Splash, we have been making lots of magic this week, with magic potions and magic wands. We 
wrote recipes for our potions, and made them fizz with our wands (and some bicarb and vinegar). 
We also kept working on number bonds and used our classroom clock to tell the time. Our forest day 
was very wet and we found some amazing puddles to jump in, including a whole swamp in the field. 
It was a great morning, and we warmed up with hot chocolate back at school. Another busy week, 
with nativity play plans running right through it. Get well soon to all our children who have chicken 
pox. We miss you x 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

  
Space Base Class 

Space Base has had yet another busy and exciting week! 

The children led a beautiful Remembrance Service, showing incredible maturity and respect throughout. 

In our building challenges, the children have been working both individually and collaboratively to bring their 
creative ideas to life. It has been wonderful to watch their designs evolve as they reflect on their models and 
recognise that making changes is a valuable part of the creative process. 

During after-school club, the children had great fun creating their very own den. They demonstrated fantastic 
teamwork and communication skills, carefully selecting equipment to ensure their structure was safe and 
sturdy. 

In Design and Technology, our focus has been on learning how to use a running stitch. Space Base showed 
amazing resilience and perseverance. Each child took time and care with their work, and the results were 
fantastic. 

Well done, Space Base — what an incredible week of learning, teamwork, and creativity! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  



 
 

 

Earth Works Class  
This week has been full of colour, reflection, and creativity. We kicked off Anti-Bullying Week by 
proudly wearing our odd socks on Monday, celebrating the importance of kindness and individuality. 
On Tuesday, we came together to honour the fallen soldiers during our Remembrance Day 
commemoration. Throughout the week, we worked hard on creating persuasive leaflets all about 
Northumberland, showcasing our fantastic writing skills. We ended the week by wearing our spots 
on Friday to support Children in Need, rounding off a meaningful and memorable few days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Time Zone Class  
Our class has had a vibrant and reflective week. We launched into Anti-Bullying Week on Monday by 
wearing our odd socks, celebrating the importance of kindness and individuality. On Tuesday, we 
marked Remembrance Day by paying tribute to the fallen soldiers. As geographers, we also spent 
time thinking about our local village of Ellingham, exploring what makes our community special and 
how it connects to the wider area. Alongside this, we created persuasive leaflets all about 
Northumberland, putting our knowledge and creativity to good use. We rounded off the week by 
wearing our spots on Friday to support Children in Need, bringing a cheerful end to a busy few days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Wednesday 26th November Whole school ‘RAVN Clay’ Workshops 

Thursday 27th November 
15:30-17.30 

Parent Consultation Meetings - there are still appointments 
available. 

Tuesday 9th December 10:00 Nativity Play 

Wednesday 10th December 17:00 Nativity Play 

Friday 12th December KS2 Christmas in the Forest 

Monday 15th December Nursery - KS1 Christmas visit 

Tuesday 16th December Professor Chris Done Astrophysicist visit KS2  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 18th December Christmas Carol Service at Ellingham Church 9.15am 
Everyone is welcome 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco - Ellingham Village Hall 
4.30pm-6.00pm 

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day and party buffet 

 
If anyone who usually brings a packed lunch, would like a Christmas lunch or party buffet  please 
book them with Kathy by Monday December 8th. The cost of each is £2.50 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
Stars of the Week  
 

Names: 
Splash: Wilf for being brave and coming back to school after being poorly; Jack for having a go 
at some of the learning activities with an adult.  
 
Space Base: Otto for increasing the amount of writing he is completing and understanding that 
it is ok to make a mistake.  
 
Earth Works: Rose for showing excellent understanding throughout a range of curriculum 
subjects; Gwen for superb explanations in her Science work.  
 
Time Zone: Avie for excellent work with times tables and fractions; Serena for having a positive 
attitude all day, every day!  
 
 
We raised the astonishing amount of £161.00 for Pudsey Bear.  Thank you so much for your 
support. 
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