
 
 

07.11.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you all had a good half-term break and I’m sure you are happy that we are back in school. 
 
This will be a very busy half-term, so please keep checking on the key dates and events that are 
happening. 
 
We have had our second, shared teacher training day alongside Embleton colleagues. We have been 
exploring the DfE Writing Framework, improving pupil oracy skills, and have begun working on the 
development of the use of Google apps more widely, including staff exploring the safe use of AI 
applications. It is very useful to be able to work with a larger group of staff, sharing ideas and best 
practice. 
 
On Wednesday, we had a visit from one of Pele Trust’s Deputy CEOs to look at our support of SEND 
pupil needs, moderating the teacher appraisal system and carrying-out some school improvement 
work. She was, of course, impressed by our wonderful pupils and evident, supportive ethos. 
 
Please don’t buy anything spotty and new for Pudsey Bear Day - it would be lovely to see pupils in 
home-made spotty (and even recycled) costumes.  
 
 
 
Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Mrs Diane Lakey 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  



 
 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 87.5 98.8 

Space Base 100 96.1 

Earth Works 96.4 91.7 

Time Zone 95 91.2 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Splash Class  
 
This week was all about spiders and fireworks. We found amazing spider webs on the field and 
enjoyed watching them in the sunshine. We had spiders to rescue in our finger gym challenge as 
well. Our Maths was all about number 6 this week, with egg boxes to make 6. We also did really 
careful counting with the Mouse Count story. We did some fabulous writing about our holidays too.  
The big news this week is our role play hospital, where lots of poorly people have been given 
medicine and bandaged up. We have had lots of fun, and learnt about our bodies and about 
hospitals as well.  Our pasta skeletons were fantastic and helped us learn about our bones and their 
function in our bodies. What a lovely first week back to school.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Space Base Class 

It has been wonderful to have Space Base back in class this week! The children have loved returning 
and sharing stories about their week off. 

In English, we have been focusing on writing diary entries about London. The children have really 
enjoyed learning about the city and its famous landmarks, and they have shown a great 
understanding of using the past tense. 

In DT, we have been exploring different fabrics. The children loved feeling the various textures and 
describing why they liked each one. 

Space Base always enjoys their building challenges and this week they have made some amazing 
Lego creations! These challenges give the children a chance to be creative and think critically as they 
build. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Earth Works Class  
 
We have had an excellent first week back! The children have been non-stop chatting with their 
friends, sharing their stories of their half terms - it has been lovely to hear all of the things that they 
have been up to. We were straight back into work mode on Tuesday, starting off strong with lots of 
English work - we have been focusing on using persuasive language in preparation for creating 
some leaflets to promote our wonderful county. The children have been really engaged in this topic 
and have worked so hard to develop their understanding of ambitious adjectives and expressive 
persuasive language! Miss Morton and I are super impressed with the language choices the children 
have been using and cannot wait to see their final leaflets.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Time Zone Class  
 
In Science this week, the children started their new unit of work on Light with Mrs Dodds, by 
exploring what light is and how it moves in straight lines. They modelled how light travels from a 
light source, is reflected off an object and then travels to our eyes, and demonstrated that light 
travels in a straight line using torches and mirrors - the children were excellent when taking part in 
their investigations. In Maths, we have been tackling division - long division for our Year 6 boys and 
they have been absolute troopers and have shown fantastic resilience with this new, and tricky 
concept!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Monday 10th November  Odd Socks Day - wear your odd socks to mark the start of 
Anti-Bullying Week  

Friday 14th November Pudsey Bear day - wear something spotty and bring a 
donation for Children In Need 

Wednesday 26th November Whole school ‘RAVN Clay’ Workshops 

Thursday 27th November 
15:30-17.30 

Parent Consultation Meetings - there are still appointments 
available. 

Tuesday 9th December 10:00 Nativity Play 

Wednesday 10th December 17:00 Nativity Play 

Friday 12th December KS2 Christmas in the Forest 

Monday 15th December KS1 - Nursery Christmas visit 

Tuesday 16th December Professor Chris Done Astrophysicist visit KS2  

Wednesday 17th December Christmas lunch 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco - Ellingham Village Hall 
4.30pm-6.00pm 

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

 
 
Please remember, Breakfast club is available from 8.15am if anyone needs to drop off a child earlier. 
Please book in advance if possible.  £2.50 includes cereal or toast. 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
More News: 
Our KS2 Visit to Cragside  
 

 

 

 

 

We had a wonderful day 
over at Cragside with Mrs 

Dodds, Mr Brown and 
Kelsey. We explored the 

home of The Armstrong’s, 
visited The Rock Garden and 

took a stroll through The 
Pinetum, the home of the 

non-native coniferous trees, 
some of the tallest trees of 
their kind in the country.  

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: George for having a lovely week, being a great friend and completing all of the activities 
and collecting each lolly stick.  
 
Space Base: Camilla for excellent work in her English when writing a diary entry and giving 
detailed answers throughout her lessons this week; Rupert for working hard with his sentence 
structure and using a conjunction.  
 
Earth Works: Leo for working hard with his handwriting and using ambitious and expressive 
vocabulary in his writing; Rose for sharing her background knowledge in science, history and 
geography!  
 
Time Zone: Thomas for amazing perseverance and resilience in Maths when tackling the 
concept of long division.  
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