
 
 

24.10.25 

Executive Headteacher’s Update 
 

It is hard to believe that we have already reached the end of the first half-term — the weeks have 
certainly flown by! It has been very different for me getting used to sharing my time across two 
schools and missing being in the classroom. As I knew, the Ellingham team has taken changes in 
their stride! 

This half-term, staff have been busy not only in the classroom but also through a wide range of 
professional development opportunities, such as Mentor and Designated Safeguarding Lead 
refresher training, RE and EYFS network meetings and exploring strengthening our curriculum. 
Together, we have also agreed a new school commitment plan, reinforcing our shared vision for 
continuous improvement and teamwork across the school. 

In addition, the new Pele Trust appraisal system has been introduced, helping to align professional 
goals with the Trust’s wider priorities and our school commitment plan. 

You should have received notification of our Admissions Consultation, which runs until 9th 
December, and is now aligned to Pele Trust. Any comments will be gladly received. 

After half-term, please can all pupils who are  in the main school building (not Wellies&Wonder) 
enter through the main front door in the mornings, as the kitchen one will no longer be open for 
pupils. Thank you! 

It has been a busy and productive few weeks, and I am incredibly proud of all that our pupils and 
staff have achieved so far. I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved rest over the half-term break, and I 
look forward to another exciting and successful half-term.  

 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Diane Lakey 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Attendance  
Class Weekly attendance Annual attendance 

Splash 100% 100% 

Space Base 100% 95.7% 

Earth Works 74.3% 91.2% 

Time Zone 92% 90.8% 

 
Did you know? Each pupil has 175 non-school days a year to spend however they like. 
The table below shows the significant impact of absence over time. 
 

Days of school add up to lost learning 

Days in school 190 186 180 175 171 170 

Percentage 
attendance 

100% 98% 95% 92% 90% <90% 

 Excellent Excellent Good Caution Cause for 
concern 

Serious 
concern 

 
Absence Procedures If your child is ill, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return 
to school. Please notify us by phone call or email before 9.15am if your child is to be absent, and 
continue to inform us on a daily basis if they continue to be ill.  
 
We have a continual focus on attendance and punctuality and this is of the utmost importance in 
your child’s education. Please remember that our school gate closes at 8.55am as this is when our 
lessons begin. Anyone arriving after this time is classed as late and will miss valuable learning 
opportunities which take place immediately after registration, such as phonics.  
 
What are the risks of missing a day of school?  
‘Being in school is important to your child’s achievement, wellbeing and wider development. Pupils 
with the highest attendance throughout their time in school gain the best GCSE results. The higher 
a pupil’s attendance, the more they are likely to learn, and the better they are likely to perform in 
exams and formal assessments.’ The Education Hub - Department for Education 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Splash Class  
 
What a wonderful week. Well done to all the children who worked so hard to make our Harvest 
Festival such a great success. They did a fantastic job practising words and songs, and they loved 
baking bread for you all. We hope you enjoyed the results of their hard work. 
As well as harvest, we made the most of all the rain with some paint mixing and bubbles on the 
playground. We used the rain water to make soup and we have been enjoying lots of outdoor 
cooking with the crab apples and the conkers. We have been sequencing numbers in maths and 
using adjectives in english to describe our favourite foods.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Space Base Class 

It has been a very busy final week of term in Space Base! 

The children have been practising and performing for our Harvest Festival and have worked so hard 
to learn their lines. They did a fantastic job — we are all very proud of them. They even had the 
opportunity to bake their own bread, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

In English, the children have been focusing on diary writing. Using both their existing and new 
knowledge, they wrote a diary entry about a place they have visited or wish to visit in 
Northumberland. 

We also completed our Picasso-inspired paintings this week. The children showed incredible 
creativity and independence, using colour to express different emotions in their artwork. 

In Maths, our Year 1s and 2s have been using cubes to build numbers and recreate their favourite 
landmarks. It was wonderful to see their creativity and their understanding that everyone can have 
different ideas and preferences. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Earth Works Class  

It’s been another action-packed week in Earth Works, filled with drama activities and preparations 
for our Harvest Festival. In English, we have been exploring poetry, focusing on M.O.R.E.R.A.P.S by 
Joseph Coelho and learning about all of the different poetic devices we could use to write our own 
poems. The children have worked hard on reading and performing the poem with expression and 
confidence. 

On Thursday, our Harvest Festival took place, and we are incredibly proud of all the children for their 
fantastic participation and enthusiasm. They were excellent! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Time Zone Class  

This week has been full of excitement and hard work! The children have been confidently performing 
poetry, taking on the challenge of long multiplication and division, and creating eye-catching 
posters about world climate and the climate crisis as part of our RE topic with Mrs. Swinbank. 

We also celebrated a wonderful Harvest Festival on Thursday morning. A heartfelt thank you for your 
generous donations—they were greatly appreciated. Well done to all the children for their 
enthusiasm, effort, and involvement in preparing for the festival. Their hard work truly shone 
through! 

 

 

 
Our House Captains and Deputies! 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 24th October  KS2 Cragside Visit 

24.10.25 to 04.11.25 Half Term Break 

Monday 3rd November Teacher Training Day 

Wednesday 5th November Pele Trust staff visit 

Friday 14th November Children in Need Day 

Wednesday 26th November Whole school ‘RAVN Clay’ Workshops 

Thursday 27th November 
15:30-17.30 

Parent Consultation Meetings - there are still appointments 
available. 

Tuesday 9th December 10:00 Nativity Play 

Wednesday 10th December 17:00 Nativity Play 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Lunch 

Thursday 18th December PTA Christmas Disco at Ellingham Village Hall (after school) 

Friday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day and Buffet Lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Stars of the week  
Names: 
Splash: Ted for being a superstar in the Harvest Festival.  
Space Base: Ottilie for performing well at the Harvest festival even though she was feeling 
nervous; Jessica for asking lots of questions to help her understanding in Maths and English.  
Earth Works: India for her superb recall and understanding of facts about the topic of light in 
Science. 
Time Zone: Ella for an excellent drama performance of the M.O.R.E.R.A.P.S poem; Guy for 
fantastic work with multiplication and division; Harley and Avie for stepping in and taking on 
extra parts of the Harvest Festival.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 


	24.10.25 
	Executive Headteacher’s Update 
	 
	Attendance  
	 
	Splash Class  
	Earth Works Class  
	Time Zone Class  
	Dates for your Diary 
	 
	Stars of the week  
	Names: 


